JLI; Has iivea tnrougn unnstiamty under wie inmience or Antiquity. This is very grave. It is clear that there will not be an entirely new beginning, that the transformed Antiquity is in use, and that the new combination will in every point be superior to the former. We start from a more elevated point than the Ancients.
The first Philosophy (that of the Eenaissance and Protestantism) is not serious. A serious Philosophy proclaims a principle, a method, draws it from itself, invents it, and produces an organized individual, which is a system. The Renaissance has no principle of its own. It is a copy from the Ancients, an imitation. Protestantism is great as a historical epoch and insignificant as a philosophical epoch. It has neither method nor dogma.
The only man with an original system is Hobbes. He represents the epoch of Matter. He is a Materialist and a mathematician. Bacon, Galileo, Torricelli, Harvey, Copernicus, etc., come within the same range of movement. The first philosopher who really proceeds from modern society is Descartes. He emerges from Christianity, as Thales emerges from Paganism. He proceeds from the common ground of the spirit of his time, Christianity, and opposes it by proclaiming a free personal principle and a method. Descartes' is a philosophical Christianity. His philosophy lives, transforms itself, and forms a real epoch in the human mind.
The Eenaissance philosophers, on the contrary, do not leave any school; there are no polemics amongst them. They are isolated points, pure curiosities, accidents. They are the dead called forth, and immediately disappearing.
It may be said, in general, that a real and living philosophy becomes formal when the metaphysical system practised in the world at the time needs to be translated into its philosophical form. Philosophy is a form, a mode of existence of the human mind. It only really exists when it expresses in its own way
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